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Rationale 
In sequence to our “Racially Affirming Books for Black Children” 2020 book list, the Center on the Ecology of

Early Development (CEED) presents the 2021 edition “African American Vernacular English Books for Black
Children and Families.” We believe that Black children should be represented in their full humanity including in
their literacy and language experiences. For decades, Black children have been and continue to be corrected when
speaking African American Vernacular English (AAVE) (a language that is central to the lived experiences of Black
people in America) in schools. AAVE is important because it is a language that many African American children
speak in environments in which they feel safe and supported, such as the home. The Oakland School Board’s 1996

resolution highlighted the challenges that Black students in the district experienced in schools and asserted that
AAVE should be taught in schools to help children learn standard English. Despite national criticism from the

district’s decision, linguists and scholars have recognized AAVE as its own language. Recognizing AAVE as its own
entity is a necessary step towards challenging American educational systems and practices to cater to the

backgrounds of children of varying cultures, ethnicities, and racial backgrounds. Our curated list supports
efforts to align culture with literacy development rather than ignoring the racial and cultural identities that
make children who they are. Our goal was to increase awareness of the plethora of children’s books with AAVE usage
that simultaneously elevate Black voices and illustrate stories of who protagonists of color are as active agents

in the fight towards justice. 
 

Sources for Curation
We want to acknowledge the incredible sources that guided our book curation process. Sources used to create book

selection criteria were based on Professor Salikoko Sangol Mufwene’s AAVE definition and AAVE examples from
Phonological Features of Child African American English (see Table 1). We compiled our list by selecting books

from CEED's Racially Affirming Books for Black CHildren, Lee and Low, The Seattle Public Pibrary, Chicago Public
Library,  and YouTube read alouds from Sankofa Read Aloud. Our list was created independently of authors and
publishers. Our wide selection of listed books spans across topics, historical events, interests, and settings and

caters to reading levels for children ages 2 to 12. 
 

Suggested Citation
Huang, C., Harris, K., Rose, M., & Curenton, S. M. (2021,October). African American Vernacular English Books for

Black Children and Families (Age 0-12). Boston: Center on the Ecology of Early Development.
 

African American Vernacular English Books for
Black Children and Families 
A Day with Daddy 
Author (A): Nikki Grimes 
Illustrator (I): Nicole Tadgell
As Fast as Words Could Fly 
A: Pamela M. Tuck
I: Eric Velasquez
Back of the Bus 
A: Aaron Reynolds 
I: Floyd Cooper
Bedtime Bonnet
A: Nancy Redd 
I: Nneka Myers
Bein' with You This Way
A: W. Nikola-Lisa
I: Michael Bryant
Bird
A: Zetta Elliot
I: Shadra Strickland
Coming on Home Soon 
A: Jacqueline Woodson
I:  E.B. Lewis

 

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut
A: Derrick Barnes
I: Gordon C. James
Daddy Calls Me Man 
A: Angela Johnson 
I: Rhonda Mitchell
Dancing in the Wings
A: Debbie Allen 
I: Kadir Nelson
Deshawn Days
A: Tony Medina
I: R. Gregory Christie
Flossie and the Fox
A: Patricia C. McKissack
I: Rachel Isadora
Gettin' Through Thursday
A: Melrose Cooper
I: Nneka Bennett
Goin' Someplace Special
A:  Patricia C. McKissack 
I: Jerry Pinkney

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/007542429802600207?journalCode=enga
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ebonics
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/83323/Phonological_features_of_child_African_American_English.pdf;jsessionid=EADEDEBB786C2EA9E2FDAC047B2370F9?sequence=1
https://www.bu-ceed.org/uploads/1/3/3/0/133043669/tps_booklist.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLBquMIehDL8Mv0ttSv6lzQ
http://www.leeandlow.com/
http://seattle.bibliocommons.com/list/share/97322388/1133407667
http://www.chipublib.org/
http://www.chipublib.org/


Going Down Home with Daddy 
A: Kelly Starling Lyons
I: Daniel Minter
Honey Baby Sugar Child
A: Alice Faye Duncan
I: Susan Keeter
I Got The School Spirit
A: Connie Schofield-Morrison
I: Frank Morrison
It Jes' Happened: When Bill Taylor 
       Started to Draw
A: Don Tate
I: R. Gregory Christie
Keepers
A: Jeri Hanel Watts
I: Felicia Marshall
Last Stop on Market Street
A: Matt de la Peña
I: Christian Robinson
Let the Children March
A: Monica Clark- Robinson
I: Frank Morrison  
Meet Danitra Brown
A: Nikki Grimes
I: Floyd Cooper

Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop: 
       The Sanitation Strike of 1968
A: Alice Faye Duncan 
I: R. Gregory Christie
My Cold Plum Lemon Pie Bluesey Mood
A: Tameka Fryer Brown 
I: Shane W. Evans 
My Steps 
A: Sally Derby
I: Adoja G. Burrowes
No Mush Today
A: Sally Derby
I: Nicole Tagdell
Pecan Pie Baby
A: Jacqueline Woodson
I: Sophie Blackall
Rainbow Joe and Me 
A/I: Maria Diaz Strom
Rent Party Jazz
A: William Miller
I: Charlotte Riley-Webb
She Come Bringing Me That
       Little Baby Girl
A: Eloise Greenfield
I: John Steptoe

Sunday Shopping
A: Sally Derby 
I: Shadra Strickland
Sweet Music in Harlem
A: Debbie A. Taylor
I: Frank Morrison
Tar Beach
A/I: Faith Ringgold
The Electric Slide and Kai
A; Kelly J. Baptist 
I: Darnell Johnson  
The Honest- to- Goodness Truth
A: Patricia C. McKissack  
I: Giselle Potter 
The Hula-Hoopin' Queen
A: Thelma Lynn Godin
I: Vanessa Brantley-Newton
The Quickest Kid in Clarksville 
A: Pat Zietlow Miller  
I: Frank Morrison
The Youngest Marcher: The Story of 
       Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young 
       Civil Rights Activist
A: Cynthia Levinson 
I: Vanessa Brantley Newton 

Trombone Shorty
A: Troy "Trombone Shorty" Andrews 
I: Bryan Collier 
Visiting Day
A: Jacqueline Woodson 
I: James E. Ransome
We Had a Picnic This Sunday Past
A: Jacqueline Woodson 
I: Diane Greenseid
Yesterday I Had The Blues
A: Jeron Ashford Frame
I: R. Gregory Christie
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